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9 Berrybrook Hollow, Orinda

$5,450,000 | 9Berrybrook.com

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community.

Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

6 BR | 5F & 2H BA | 6,350+ SF | 2.4% AC
Main House | Guest House | Studio Apartment

www.lamorindaweekly.com

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

1277 Bollinger Canyon Road, Moraga

4 BR| 3 BA| 2,500+ SF | 11+ AC
2 Solar Greenhouses

Offered at $1,785,000 | 1277bollinger.com

Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us at 925.766.1447 to schedule your private tour of either of these wonderful homes.
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented

herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Wednesday, November 22, 2023

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

City Council Regular Meeting:

Tues., Dec. 5, 7 p.m. Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda
Planning Comm.:

Tues., Nov. 28, 7 p.m. Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda
Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission

Wed. Dec. 13, 6:30 p.m Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 22 Orinda Way

PAMPER YOUR PET

i+t men &, Ourexquisite overnight boarding in a loving

. #_ home welcomes dogs 20 pounds and under.
\ With personalized care, your beloved pet will
relish in comfort, play, and affection.
Discover peace of mind for both you and
:I your pooch today.

" i‘ / (925) 694-0981
1--..|. rr r-i---/’

info@Iittleredbarnsmalldogresort.com

707-532-2468

GET A FREE INSPECTION

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

A tied City Council keeps Zoom

comments alive in Orinda

By Sora O’Doherty

Owing to the excused absence
of Council Member Janet Riley,
the Orinda City Council split
two to two on a vote to pro-
hibit public comments at City
Council meetings to be made
via the Zoom meeting plat-
form. Because the vote was
tied, the measure failed to pass
and as a result public com-
ments via Zoom will continue
to be allowed during city
council meetings.

City staff had asked the
council to modify their meet-
ing protocol in order to disal-
low public comments to be
made via Zoom during council
meetings in an effort to avoid
episodes of “Zoombombing”
that have been experienced in
other jurisdictions, including
some Country Costa cities such
as Lafayette. The Zoom plat-
form has permitted individu-
als, often anonymously, to in-
terject comments of an ob-
scene, hateful or derogatory
nature into public meetings.

City Attorney Osa Wolff
explained to the council that
their meetings are considered
under the law to be limited
public forums. Wolff said that
the council cannot prohibit
critical speech, or even ob-
scenity or profanity, unless it
reaches certain thresholds.
While there are limits to free-
dom of speech, for example
speakers cannot encourage vi-
olence or disrupt a meeting,
she pointed out that “often
very shocking speech is so
hateful that it is difficult to
make a decision in real time.”
Mayor Inga Miller agreed that
it puts a heavy burden on staff
to identify it correctly when it
is occurring in real time.

In the long discussion that
followed, there was some con-
fusion as to what the council
was being asked to vote on.
Council members discussed
ceasing to use Zoom at all,
while staff was only asking
that comments during meet-
ings not be allowed to be made
on Zoom. Comments would
continue to be available in
person, in writing, and via
email.

The ability to make com-
ments during public meetings
via Zoom has led to instances
of what has become known as
“Zoombombing,” in which a
speaker, sometimes anony-
mously, makes remarks of an
obscene or defamatory nature,
including hate speech, that
may not even be related to
anything on the meeting
agenda. Such speakers may
not be local, in fact may not
even be residents of the same
city, state or country as the
meeting venue.

Nevertheless, council
members Brandyn Iverson and
Latika Malkani felt that they
would prefer to honor the
principle of freedom of speech
over protecting the council and
its audience from negative
comments. Seven written
comments were submitted in
response to the proposed ban
on Zoom comments. The writ-
ten comments came from
Charles Porges, Joel Libove,
Steve Cohn, Leslie Hudak,
Charles Brotman, Kathleen
Robertson and Kathleen Finch.

All seven comments were
against the action. The com-
ments mentioned that Orinda
has not yet been subjected to a
Zoombombing incident, but

City Manager David Biggs said
that staff was trying to be
proactive, and that of the ju-
risdictions that have been
Zoombombed, many did intro-
duce a ban thereafter. He
noted that other jurisdictions
within Contra Costa County
have been subjected to hateful
comments via Zoom.

In terms of how much a
potential ban on Zoom com-
ments would affect the num-
ber of comments received by
the council, City Clerk Sheri
Smith reported that an infor-
mal survey she conducted, the
city had four Zoom comments
over the last five months, or 10
meetings. Miller reported that
at the Mayor’s conference,
about half of Contra Costa ju-
risdictions reportedly have
discontinued or never offered
the ability to comment via
Zoom.

Vice Mayor Darlene Gee
concluded that although the
city had given Zoom comments
a fair trial after returning to
in-person meetings, it was
hardly used. Miller said that
one of the reasons she was
willing to go down this path
was because of the support of
staff. Adding that she had had
a lot of reservations, she could
see that comments from out-
side Orinda, outside the state
of California, even from out-
side the country could be seen
as taking time away from the
management of the city.

With Council Member
Janet Riley not present to vote,
the final vote was 2-2. Wolff
noted that procedurally, be-
cause the vote was tied, the
measure failed.

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Annual study shows no increase in
Sudden Oak Death east of the
Berkeley-Oakland hills

By Sora O’Doherty

The results of the 2023 Sudden
Oak Death (SOD) Blitzes were
released on Nov. 17 by Matteo
Garbelotto of the UC Berkeley
Forest Pathology and Mycol-
ogy Laboratory. Each year

Suzanne D’Arcy

Open Studio

Saturday, Dec. 2 & Sunday, Dec. 3, 1lam to 5pm
1036 Country Club Dr., Ste 210, Moraga

citizen scientist volunteers
collect symptomatic foliage in
their local communities in or-
der to track the rate of SOD.
The samples are then tested at
University of California,
Berkeley. This year there
were 28 district locations
across central and northern
California. Over 10,000 trees
were surveyed over 145,000
acres and 1,900 samples were
turned in for analysis by the
more than 400 volunteers who
were trained online and as-
sisted in the blitz.

Owing to last year’s wet
winter, it was expected that
there would be an increase in
the SOD pathogen, but, fortu-
nately, infection rates only in-
creased in a few regions, in-
cluding Sonoma, Carmel/Big
Sur and the West Peninsula.
Rates in the East Bay and else-
where were relatively con-
stant.

The areas east of the
Berkeley-Oakland hills were
mostly devoid of active out-
breaks. However, outbreaks in
the northern and western
parts of the East Bay were nu-
merous and included UC
Berkeley property, North

Berkeley and El Cerrito. Plant
nurseries, including the UC
Berkeley Botanical Garden
and Tilden Park were
negative.

However, it is possible
that SOD will steeply increase
in the next year, and UC
Berkeley Forest Pathology and
Mycology Laboratory recom-
mends that for residents with
coast live oaks, Shreve oaks or
black oaks on their property,
this may be the time to ac-
tively protect trees. First and
foremost, oak owners are ad-
vised to eliminate small and
medium sized bay trees up to
20 inches in diameter with
canopies within 15 to 30 me-
ters from the trunk of an oak
tree. For high value trees,
treatments with phosphite in
conjunction with gypsum
amendments may also be rec-
ommended, and pruning of
large branches or of stems at
the end of November should
be avoided.

Further information
about the annual survey and
results, including videos on
how to protect trees, may be
found at sodblitz.org
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